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(57) ABSTRACT

A system determines a first rank associated with a document
and determines a second rank associated with the document,
where the second rank is different from the first rank. The
system also changes, during a transition period that occurs
during a transition from the first rank to the second rank, a
transition rank associated with the document based on a rank
transition function that varies the transition rank over time
without any change in ranking factors associated with the
document.
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